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Register to attend the UIP2019 
Chapter Meeting 

The UIP2019 Chapter Meeting will be held in 
Krakow, Poland on 25-27 August 2019.  For 
more about UIP2019 and to register, please 
visit www.UIP2019.com. 

_______________________________________ 
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A Note from the President 

Dear UIP Members, 

In this, the last UIP Newsletter of 2018, you will find reports of 
interest from many members of the UIP Executive Committee. The 
Executive Committee will meet for its annual face-to-face meeting 
in January in Cortina, Italy in conjunction with the vWINter days 
international meeting in Phlebology, Lymphology and Aesthetics. 
Among topics to be considered will be: 

• Annual membership fees
• Congress fees paid to UIP by organizing committee
• Update on International Pelvic Venous Work Group
• Status of Official Journal Negotiations
• General Council proxy voting
• Auspices rules and fees
• Update on Education and Scientific Standardization

Committees
• Update on UIP2019 in Krakow
• PCO for UIP2021 (Istanbul) and beyond
• UIP2025 World Congress site bid timeline

If you would like to have the Executive Committee discuss other 
topics, please send these to me at nickmorrison2002@yahoo.com 
along with a brief description of the subject matter before 1 January 
2019. 

The UIP has been working closely with Tomasz Urbanek 
organizing the UIP Chapter Meeting to be held in Krakow, Poland, 
25-27 August 2019. I extend a personal invitation to attend this 
outstanding meeting in the beautiful city of Krakow next summer. 

The first 2019 UIP Newsletter will provide updated information on 
the meeting in Krakow, as well as results of the Executive 
Committee meeting in Italy. 

Best Regards, 

Nick Morrison, MD 
President, International Union of Phlebology 

mailto:nickmorrison2002@yahoo.com
http://www.uip-phlebology.org/services/exploit-your-ideas/
https://servier.com/en/
https://www.bauerfeind.de/en/home.html
http://www.kreussler.com/
http://www.uip2019.com/
http://www.uip-phlebology.org/
https://www.mediusa.com/


 Page 2 of 8 

Report from Dr. Mark Meissner, General Secretary 

Activities over the last several months have included organizing an international pelvic venous working group under 
the auspices of the American College of Phlebology and the Society for Interventional Radiology.  The UIP is an 
active participant in the working group, as are several international venous organizations.  The groups first meeting 
was held in Chicago, IL on July 27, with the goal of creating an international classification for pelvic venous 
disorders. 

Other UIP activities have included clarifying the process for granting UIP auspices and evaluating the need for new 
voting regulations. 

A Message from the President-Elect 

It is my great privilege and pleasure to write to you for the first time as the President-elect. I was humbled by being 
the only nominated candidate for this position and being elected by all member societies to this position. I sincerely 
thank all UIP member societies for their confidence and trust in me. This is a privilege and responsibility that I will 
not take lightly and hope to achieve our aspirations for a better, stronger and more structured and organised UIP by 
the end of my presidency. 

I served as the UIP Treasurer for four years and prior to that as VP for Asia for another four years. I handed over 
the UIP treasurer position to my long-time friend and colleague Dr. Paul Thibault. Paul was the founding President 
of the ACP (Australasian College of Phlebology) and has served for many years now as its treasurer. I wish Paul all 
the best in this position and I am sure he will be a great asset to the UIP. 

I would like to congratulate and welcome the other new members of the Executive Committee (EC) elected in 
Melbourne. The new EC (2018-2021) now includes Dr. Nick Morrison who continues his role as the President, Prof. 
Mark Meissner (General Secretary), Dr. Paul Thibault (treasurer), Dr. Malay Patel (Assistant Secretary), Prof. 
Andrew Bradbury (Chair of Scientific Committee), Dr. Oscar Bottini (Chair of Education) and regional Vice 
Presidents Dr. Lowell Kabnick (North America), Dr. Victor Canata (South America), Prof. Dong-ik Kim (Asia), Dr. 
Lorenzo Tessari and Dr. Sergio Gianesini (Europe). I would like to welcome the new members of the EC and look 
forward to working closely with them in the next four years.  

We concluded the UIP World Congress in Melbourne. One of the more positive aspects of this meeting was the 
addition of seven new societies to the UIP family. These included 5 Asian and 2 European Societies and included 
the Iranian College of Vascular Surgeons, Italian Society of Phlebology, Kazakh Society of Phlebology, Singapore 
Society of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery, Thai Vascular Association, Thai Phlebology Society and Ukraine 
Vascular Society. We are pleased to have these new members and welcome them to the UIP family. 

2019 will be an important year for the UIP in terms of introducing our education program. I have overseen the 
introduction on the UIP education and certification system in the past two years.  Dr. Bottini is now the Chair of this 
Committee and is in the process of forming the Committee. The educational modules have been a solid aspect of 
the ACP formal phlebology Training Program in Australia and New Zealand and have been very popular with the 
College trainees. The modules will support the UIP phlebology curriculum, ensure a similar level of exposure to 
educational materials irrespective of where people live and will introduce minimum training standards across all 
continents. Each module is taught over a 2-week period by an instructor, but the contents are available permanently 
and can be accessed any time. Each module is comprised of course materials that may include power points, 
videos and articles. It also includes access to the Royal Society of Medicine (RSM) library that enables you to 
download scientific articles.  I look forward to introducing the educational modules in 2019 and improving and 
expanding it in the years to come. 

On the scientific front, I am delighted that Andrew Bradbury has joined us as the Chair of Scientific Standardization 
Committee. He brings with him a wealth of experience in basic and clinical sciences and regulatory matters. We are 
also excited to be working on two consensus documents, one on Venous Mapping and one on Contraindications of 
Foam Sclerotherapy. Both documents should be finalised in 2019 and presented in the next UIP meeting in 
Krakow. 

Kurosh Parsi 
President-elect 
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Report from Drs. Sergio Gianesini, Vice President (Northern Europe, North 
Africa, Near East) and Lorenzo Tessari, Vice President (Southern Europe) 

Email was sent to all the pertinent geographical area UIP societies twice requesting a list of their activities for the 
last six months and an update to their membership numbers. Below is a brief list of the major activities of the 
societies who replied. Both Sergio Gianesini and Lorenzo Tessari will reach out again to the societies who didn’t 
reply to verify their contact info. 

• Algerian Society of Phlebology (under submission): One public venous awareness initiative. 
• Baltic Society of Phlebology: One international workshop; two international master classes; one joint 

session with the Russian Phlebological Association; collaboration in the organization of an international 
meeting in Poland.  One international master class is planned next November. Number of members: 83. 

• Bulgarian Society of Phlebology: Two national meetings; one joint session at the Balkan Venous 
Forum. Number of members: 132 

• Czech Society of Phlebology: One annual meeting. Number of members: 268. 
• Egyptian Venous Forum Association of Phlebology: Organization of an international meeting; one 

national meeting; public venous awareness initiatives. Number of members: 70. 
• French Society of Phlebology: Accreditation by European Board of Phlebology; continuing formation 

development for vascular doctors; publication of informed consent for chemical and thermal occlusion; one 
national and one international meeting; two joint international sessions. Number of members: 1503. 

• Georgian Association of Angiologists & Vascular Surgeons: One annual meeting and one 
international meeting. A new society was created under the name of Black Sea Vascular Society. Number 
of members: 68. 

• German Society of Phlebology: One annual international meeting; five scientific awards; one public 
venous awareness initiative; update of the website with a section dedicated to patients, an “instructions for 
users,” guidelines revision, certification of members, working group, and workshops activities. Number of 
members: 1692. 

• Hellenic Phlebological Society: One joint meeting with the Greek Society of Angiology; one summer 
school in Phlebology; active involvement in the European Board of Phlebology activities. Number of 
members 220. 

• Hungarian Venous Forum: One annual meeting; several delegations of the society in international 
meetings. Number of members: 150. 

• International Compression Club: Abstracts publication from 2017 meeting; joint sessions at UIP World 
Congress and at EVC; 2018 annual meeting; constitution of an International Compression School. Number 
of members: 403. 

• Italian Association of Phlebology: One national meeting; three regional meetings. Number of 
members: 298. 

• Italian Society of Clinical and Experimental Phlebology: One regional meeting; one national 
meeting; one joint session in a national meeting. Number of members: 343. 

• Italian Society of Phlebology: Four national meetings; two university courses on Phlebology; one joint 
session in a podology meeting; two updates courses, five workshops; six regional meetings; development 
of a Phlebology School; one international meeting; one survey on young phlebologists training; one 
international survey on Phlebo-lymphology practice and training. Number of members: 750. 

• Kazakhstan Society of Phlebology: One annual meeting. Number of members: 87. 
• Polish Society of Phlebology: Two international meetings, one with a focus on lymphology. One 

national meeting dedicated to aesthetics and one session of phlebology in an aesthetics meeting. 
Involvement in Polish World Thrombosis Day. 

• Portuguese Society of Angiology and Vascular Surgery: Five educational courses on different 
topics; annual meeting; public venous awareness online and live initiatives; editorial activities on Angiology 
and Vascular Surgery Journal. Number of members: 213. 
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Report from Dr. Victor Canata, Vice President (Latin America) 

All Latin American societies have been 
working very hard, with great scientific work.  
The two principal societies are the Pan-
American Society and Foro Venoso 
Latinoamericano.  The Pan-American Society, 
under the leadership of Dr. Martinez 
Granados, had 318 delegates from 55 
countries at their last meeting, which was a 
real success in San Salvador, Central 
America. Foro Venoso Latinoamericano, 
under the leadership of  Dr. Pedro Komlos, 
also had a well-attended meeting in Brasil, 
with over 300 delegates. The VII 
Interuniversitario in Buenos Aires was 
attended by around 1,300 delegates and 
added a session of the ACP with great 
success. 

The vWIN foundation, with the help of Dr. 
Gianesini and valuable input from Dr. Bottini, 
worked closely with  Pan-American 
representatives to add a full session in 
Spanish  at the 2018 ACP congress and at the  next AVF. Other Latin American societies have worked diligently to 
hold monthly meetings as well as  larger, successful annual meetings. Annual congresses were held in Mexico, 
Peru, Ecuador, Paraguay, Colombia, Argentina, and Brasil. We are trying to include all the other countries that, at 
the moment, do not have representation in the UIP.  After a lot of preparatory work and advice, we should be able 
to add  societies from Guatemala, Honduras, Bolivia, and Uruguay. The hope is to involve the smaller Central 
American countries as soon as we can. The final results will be presented at the Executive Committee meeting in 
Cortina d’Ampezo, Italy in January 2019.  

Pan American Meeting, El Salvador, February 2018 
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• Royal Society of Medicine VF : Annual meeting, including collaborations with the French Society of 
Phlebology. Next November, the society will take part in the National Vascular Societies annual meeting. 

• Russian Association of Phlebology: One national conference; publication of Russian Guidelines 
(https://www.mediasphera.ru/issues/flebologiya/2018/3/1199769762018031146) 

• Scandinavian Venous Forum: one workshop on endovenous ablation; design of a multicenter trial. 
• Slovenian Phlebology & Lymphology Society: Four national workshops with lectures. One workshop 

for General Practitioners. A phlebology school was organized in Macedonia. 
• St. Petersburg Society of Phlebology: Two national meetings; one international meeting; creation of 

four regional committees. Number of members: 214. 
• Swiss Society of Phlebology: One joint convention with the Swiss societies of vascular medicine; one 

joint educational activity with the University of Zurich; one annual meeting of the society; one joint session 
at the annual convention of the Swiss societies of vascular medicine; organization of a sclerotherapy and 
phlebectomy course. Number of members: 279. 

• Turkish Society of Phlebology: Four national meetings; creation of a Phlebology Academy; two joint 
national meetings; international meetings; three regional meetings. Number of members: 680. 

• Vascular Society of Egypt: Two international meetings; three regional meetings. Number of members: 
250. 
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Report from Dr. Lowell Kabnick, Vice President (North America) 

I am pleased to submit this report of the activities of the member societies in North America for 2018.  Current North 
American Societies are: 

• The Mexican Academy of Phlebology and Lymphology (www.flebologiamexico.org) 
• The Canadian Society of Phlebology (www.canadiansocietyofphlebology.org) 
• The American College of Phlebology (www.phlebology.org) 
• The American Venous Forum (www.veinforum.org). 

The Mexican Academy of Phlebology and Lymphology (AMFyL) (President-Jose Angel Lopez Paredes) currently 
has 169 active members.  Its annual congress was held on September 6 – 8, 2018 in Monterrey.  The mission of 
AMFyL continues to be the promotion and diffusion of phlebology and lymphology in Mexico; the realization of 
medical, surgical, academic, research, social, and altruistic activities; and the performance in Mexico and abroad of 
all kinds of mediations, consultancies, exchanges of information, and techniques through AMFyL’s affiliated 
members and in collaboration with other academic, cultural, or service-based societies, institutions, or people in 
order to optimize performance and achieve the goals of AMFyL. 

The Canadian Society of Phlebology (President-Janna Bentley) has 158 members, and is projecting to increase 
membership by 5-10%.  The CSP holds biannual meetings in April and September.  Their 43rd Biannual Congress 
was held on September 21 – 23, 2018 in Montreal.  The dates for their 2019 congresses are April 27 – 28 in 
Vancouver and October 18 – 20 in Montreal.  Recent key initiatives for the CSP include the development of a core 
curriculum in Phlebology in 2018, the continuation of their quest in furthering Phlebology to become a recognized 
specialty in the medical field, and the delivery of their Phlebology curriculum to their membership in order to 
maintain competency for their Fellowship Program and to encourage meeting attendance. 

The American College of Phlebology (President-Marlin Schul) has over 2,000 members and just completed the 
2018 Annual Congress on November 8 – 11, 2018 in Nashville, where a name change was unveiled.  The 
American Vein & Lymphatic Society (AVLS) is the new name, placing emphasis on the ACP’s lymphedema 
education initiative as well as the number of members helping to manage this growing epidemic.  Goals in 2019 

 

Report from Dr. D.I. Kim, Vice President (Asia) 

As vice president of UIP in charge of Asia, I 
have exchanged information and academic 
development with representatives of member 
countries as well as non- member countries of 
UIP from time to time.  In particular, I attended 
the Kazakhstan Venous Forum held in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan on 18-19 May to celebrate the 
foundation of this venous forum. I delivered a 
speech of congratulatory remarks as UIP Vice 
President and also gave a special lecture. 

Although the Kazakhstan Society of Phlebology 
has a small number of members, I think that they 
will make great progress considering their 
enthusiasm in the future, and I think active 
support is needed from UIP. On July 12-15, the 
13th Asian Venous Forum was held in 
Guangzhou, China.  The Asian Venous Forum 
consists of 16 member countries. 

I provided information on UIP and encouraged 
many Asian countries to become UIP members through the delegate meeting of the Asian Venous Forum at that 
time. 

Asian Venous Forum, Guangzhou, July 2018 
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Report from Dr. Paul Thibault, Treasurer 

It was a great honour to be elected UIP Treasurer at the UIP General Council meeting held in Melbourne during the 
World Congress of Phlebology in February this year. For the UIP to be able to carry out the role of promoting and 
developing Phlebology throughout the world, it requires maintaining a sound financial position. According to the 
Charter of the UIP, the Treasurer is responsible for the proper management of the finances of the UIP as well as for 
collecting membership fees.  

By the time this newsletter is published, all member Societies and Colleges should have received their annual 
membership invoices. I stress the importance of all Treasurers and Presidents of the member organisations to pay 
the annual membership fees promptly, thereby ensuring that the UIP remains in a sound financial position. The UIP 
is a growing international organization and with this growth, it is to be expected that the UIP will provide expanding 
services to the member organisations, but this function depends on a financially strong UIP. 

1

Report from Dr. Oscar Bottini, Education Committee Chair 

The UIP Education Committee has worked on the internal regulation for the designation of its members. Some 
changes have recently been made with the aim of raising the academic level without losing representativeness of 
the regions. The Education Committee will be composed of 12 members whose position will last two years and who 
will work on new educational profiles like online courses designed by the previous Executive Committee in which 
members and representatives will have a teaching role (as coordinators and/or speakers). 

Additionally, there are other aspects that the Committee should also consider for the near future: 
• Promotion of new consensus through the society members and regional representatives and update of 

previous ones. 
• Promotion of a certification of knowledge issued by UIP that could be a prerequisite to access to UIP as an 

individual member 
• Promotion of the specialty accreditation through the universities and government institutions of each 

country. We know that this is a long-term goal but perhaps the most important.  Let’s take a minute to think 
about the potential impact that the UIP will promote in the field. We should be able to support institutions 
that are fighting for this goal. 

• Development of educational projects on medical research methodology to help – from UIP - balance the 
differences between central countries with large institutions and universities with a wide support in 
resources against individual efforts of countries without great infrastructure. 

2

include enhanced advocacy efforts to support patient access to care and research that will unveil new guidelines, 
including an international consensus effort to define a pelvic vein classification system.  The ACP registry is also 
growing at an exponential rate and multiple scientific manuscripts are expected to support all stakeholders. The 2019 
Annual Congress is planned for November 7 – 10 in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

The American Venous Forum (President-Elna Masuda) has 600 members.  It held its Annual Meeting on February 20 
– 24, 2018 in Tucson.  Their 2019 annual meeting will be held on February 19 – 22 in Rancho Mirage, California.  The 
AVF also hosts Residents and Fellows Courses in the Spring and Fall of each year as well as an annual Vein Forum.  
The AVF’s current key initiatives include the development of three separate sets of clinical guidelines; advocacy 
activities which allow members to have a voice in issues facing the field, such as federal legislative and regulatory 
issues, healthcare guidelines, and medical insurance reimbursement issues; and a commitment to addressing the 
alarming reports of inappropriate venous care for patients. Additionally, the AVF’s new developments include a 
revisitation of CEAP in 2018-2019 as well as the creation of the Early Career Advisory Committee for promoting early 
career providers with career opportunities and education. 
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Report from Dr. Andrew Bradbury, Scientific Standardization Committee Chair 

I have been working on and will be proposing the following items concerning the Scientific Standardization 
Committee to the UIP Executive Committee for its consideration (and hopefully agreement) at its meeting in 
January 2019: 

• Application process for potential committee members (including criteria and qualifications) 
• The roles and duties of committee members 
• The composition of the committee 
• A conflict of interest policy for the committee and its members 

Once the direction regarding these matters has been democratically agreed upon (ratified by) the Executive 
Committee, we will begin the process of selecting people to the Scientific Standardization Committee in Q1 2019.   
The primary purpose of the Scientific Standardization Committee will be to work closely with and assist the local 
organisers in Turkey to ensure the scientific quality (independence) of the program for the UIP Istanbul meeting in 
2021. 

In the mean time, before the end of this year, we plan to assemble a temporary Scientific Working Group of trusted 
international colleagues to help Tomasz Urbanek with the program for UIP2019 in Krakow on 25-27 August 2019. If 
you are interested in joining this Scientific Working Group, please contact Andrew Bradbury at 
andrew.bradbury@btinternet.com. 
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Summary of International Pelvic Venous Work Group (IPVWG) July 2018 Meeting 
Chicago, IL 

Interest in the diagnosis and treatment of pelvic venous disorders has dramatically increased over the past 3 
decades. Despite many publications addressing the diagnosis and treatment of these disorders, the data is largely 
of low quality.  Much of this is related to the use of outdated nomenclature (e.g. the “pelvic congestion”, “nutcracker” 
and “May-Thurner” syndromes); the absence of unifying definitions; and a lack of appropriate discriminative 
instruments and outcome measures.  High quality, large-scale studies will ultimately require rigorous development 
of such instruments. 

An International Pelvic Venous Work Group (IPVWG) was organized in 2017 through the cooperative efforts of the 
Society of Interventional Radiology Foundation (SIRF) and American Vein and Lymphatic Society (AVLS, formerly 
known as the American College of Phlebology). The main goal of this group was to “begin developing the 
necessary tools required before initiating clinical trials” (Endovascular Today June 2018).  The following are 
recognized to be important in this endeavour: “… (1) establishing evidence-based disease definitions, (2) 
developing discriminative tools to categorize the various forms of pelvic venous disorders … and (3) creating 

2

• Planning, design, and involvement in UIP educational programs during every Congress, seminar, course, or 
any educational activity organized or under the auspices of UIP 

• Development of an updated UIP curriculum including lymphology topics, which UIP has been somewhat 
lacking with phlebo lymphologists 

With the assistance from the General Council, a list of potential members for the Education Committee is being 
compiled. These candidates are asked to send a short CV and a statement of interest explaining their intention of 
joining the working team and potential contributions to the Education Committee. The Executive Committee will select 
the 12 members from the list submitted. 

The deadline to present candidates was 23 November 2018. From 23 November to 23 December, candidates will be 
asked a short CV and a statement of interest. The internal regulation will be documented on the UIP web page once 
the Executive Committee selects the members for the Education Committee during the vWINter Days Meeting, which 
will take place in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy on 23-25 January 2019.  
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validated disease-specific health-related quality-of-life outcome measures that can be used as a primary endpoint in 
clinical trials…” 

Under the auspices of the AVLS (formerly 
the ACP), the inaugural meeting of the 
IPVWG was held on July 27 in Chicago, 
Illinois with the intent of developing a 
modern discriminative instrument for the 
classification of pelvic vein disorders. 
Expert representatives from the AVLS 
(formerly the ACP) and SIR, International 
Union of Phlebology (UIP), American 
Venous Forum (AVF), European Venous 
Forum (EVF), American College of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology (ACOG) and 
International Pelvic Pain Society (IPPS) 
participated in this meeting. 

After a thorough discussion of the 
limitations of current definitions and 
instruments, the requirements for a valid 
discriminative instrument, and the 
necessary clinical features to be included, 
the group has begun development of the 
Pelvic Symptoms-Varices-Pathophysiology (SVP) instrument.  The group has continued to refine the initial draft and 
eventual publication is anticipated within 1 year. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Nicos Labropoulos and Dr. Zaza Lazarashvili (with editing assistance by Dr. Mark Meissner) 

IPVWG Inaugural Meeting, Chicago, July 2018 
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